ECF
Active in culture and the arts as well as the media, and with an impressive track record in education, the ECF is Europe’s only independent, non-national and pan-European cultural foundation. Running its own programmes and awarding grants keep it close to the grassroots cultural sector, and make it a credible advocate of strong cultural policies for Europe. 

50 years on from its beginnings in Geneva, when talk of European unity-in-diversity was the province of visionaries, the now-Amsterdam-based ECF continues to serve the cause of culture in Europe. 50 years of innovation, of crossing borders, of pushing back boundaries; 50 years of sharing cultures.

History

The European Cultural Foundation was founded in order to add a cultural and human dimension to the economic, technical and legal processes of European integration. The Foundation developed innovative programmes to encourage respect for cultural diversity. 

The 'Plan Europe 2000', begun in the late Sixties, was the first interdisciplinary, international, comparative study to reflect on the future of European society in the 21st century. The Foundation was closely involved with some major European educational programmes: we managed ERASMUS and EURYDICE on behalf of the European Commission and closely cooperated with the Commission on the TEMPUS programme. We have also played a pioneering intercultural role in Central, East and South East Europe and in the Mediterranean region.

The Swiss philosopher and European visionary, Denis de Rougemont, set up the European Cultural Foundation in 1954, appointing Robert Schuman as its first President. The Foundation moved from Geneva to Amsterdam in 1960, thanks to the generosity of the Foundation's President at that time, Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands.

View & activities

The European Cultural Foundation is an independent, non-governmental organization. It was founded to ‘promote cultural and educational activities and research of a multinational nature and European character.’ 

It stands for an open, democratic Europe which respects the basic human rights and cultural diversity of its people. It is committed to the importance of the cultural dimension within the process of wider European integration. 

The European Cultural Foundation seeks to foster within Europe a sense of belonging for all its people. It promotes artistic and cultural activities in Europe and across its borders as a contribution to civil society. 

There are three main aspects to our work.

Grants

Since the Fifties, the ECF has been awarding grants to artists and others in the cultural sector for projects that are clearly European in nature. Mobility is just one priority – from the Erasmus educational exchange programme, which the ECF managed for many years, to the current artistic mobility fund STEP beyond.

Programmes

Many of the ECF’s programmes have become recognised ‘brand names’ within the cultural field. Art for Social Change, for instance – which brings artists and young people together to make art – and the programme which has helped strengthen the cultural sector in South East Europe, Policies for Culture. 

New programmes are currently in preparation and new lines of development being planned. Such recent successes as the One Minutes Junior initiative – which has helped many young people in Europe and North Africa to express themselves creatively within the one-minute video format – point the way forward. Similarly, the recently-launched New European Deal for journalistic exchange and cooperation signals the ECF’s determination to strengthen the emerging European Public Space.

Cultural policy development

A strong Europe needs a strong and democratic cultural policy. The ECF is now putting into practice the results of its Enlargement of Minds expert seminars and research, lobbying for a European cultural policy and for funds, programmes and tools to stimulate cultural cooperation within the ‘Wider Europe’ and across the Mediterranean. 

Grants

Next deadlines: 15 September 2005 and March 1st 2006!

Grant-giving in support of independent cultural projects continues to be a core commitment of the ECF. In an enlarged EU where there is a lack of accessible funding for cross border projects, we remain convinced that grants for small to medium-sized cultural organizations are an essential part of developing collaborative practice and boosting the cultural dimension of a richly diverse Europe. 

The support we can offer is modest. Yet in recent years new partnerships and a growing synergy between ECF grants, programmes and advocacy work have opened new opportunities: grantees can now influence the Foundation’s work at policy level and we are strengthening our support of projects in regions which fall beyond the remit of many other European funders. 

So what are we looking for in 2005? 

We want you to keep inspiring us and broadening our perspectives! As before, we will only support projects that clearly relate to our in-house activities. This does not mean that we will apply unnecessarily rigid criteria. It is up to you to explain the link between your work and one of our current areas of interest. We welcome applications that will surprise us, and we are ready to take some risks.

Find out more by exploring all online documents before contacting us with any enquiries. The next deadline for grants applications is 15 September 2005 for projects beginning in December. Look first at how to apply, then read the grants guidelines and examples of projects already supported. 

N.B. If you are an individual looking for support of travel costs, please explore our STEP Beyond mobility scheme. 

Your project should be relevant to at least one of the following areas of interest. Best would be to focus on one interest alone but you can also explore links between different concerns if your project has a broader scope. Your chances of being awarded a grant will bear no relation to the number of different areas of interest you mention. We are looking for quality, originality and the strength of your project's relevance to the Foundation’s objectives. 

For brief explanations and project examples, click on each of the six areas of interest listed below or download in full. 

Intercultural competence and collaboration across borders

Increased participation in the arts and the media

The cultural dimension of EU enlargement

Strategies for change within cultural infrastructures

Creative responses to current political issues

Development of a common public and cultural European space

How to apply

We want to receive inventive, well-argued applications that relate in a precise and genuine way to at least one of our current areas of interest. Brief explanations and project examples relevant to our areas of interest can be read online or downloaded as pdf file. 

For a more comprehensive overview of the Foundation’s objectives, you should read about our in-house programmes in arts, media, mobility and cultural policy. News items on our homepage and in our E-zine (subscribe)will give you the latest updates.You may also subscribe to our cultural policy bulletins, just click on the right handside of www.policiesforculture.org.

What next?

When you have a clear idea of how your project fits in with one of our areas of interest, read the grants guidelines to make sure your project is eligible for support. Then simply download the application form (in Word). Your application should present clear arguments explaining why your project deserves ECF support. Please note that the form can only be submitted online in English.

Results
Results of First Grants Assessments in 2005: 38 grants have been awarded by the ECF following our last deadline of January 15th 2005 (see summary attached for more details). 

370 applications were submitted which means we were only able to support 1 in 10 of the many strong and original projects submitted. Over 70% of the projects supported involved at least one partner from beyond the enlarged EU.

Click below to view the ECF grants awarded in March 2005 and last year. 

Download/view document: grantsawarded2005.doc

Download/view document: grantsawarded2004.doc

Grantees

Grantees

AFIFF/Festival International de Films de Femmes

Aldeburgh Productions

Anadolu Kultur

API-Association of Independent Producers and Directors

Art Centre

Art Center – Institute for Culture, Art and Development is a rural residential art centre, located in the Goricko part of Prekmurje, Slovenia with the aim to support artistic creativity and the local natural and social surroundings. 

Art Summer Club

Artfactories

Artfactories is an international platform of resources dedicated to art and cultural centres, which are born from citizen artistic initiatives and based on involvement with communities. 

Arttrain

Asiles

Associatia Vector

The Periferic Biennial is an international contemporary art event organized in Iasi, Romania by VECTOR Foundation. 

Association Européenne des Conservatoires, AEC

Association GERM

Association Glob-Tac

Association New Music

Association Old Down Town Theatre

Aurora Metro Press

BAK

Baltic Media Centre

Billboart Gallery Europe

Brouhaha

centre for Contemporary Arts-Belgrade

Intercultural collaboration breaking new ground for public art in Belgrade 

Centre for Study in Cultural Development

Chapter (Cardiff)

CICC S.A - Host for Manifesta 5

Cie 13

cie 13 vzw has over 10 years of experience presenting movement-based works in traditional and non-traditional theatre settings. 

Circle Network

City of Women

City TV Foundation

Meeting point for professionals involved in local television from Central, Eastern Europe and further afield. 

Commissions East/Bata Foundation

Committee for Civic Initiative

The CCI was founded by a group of citizens, mostly university professors and assistants, willing to invest their knowledge and energy in the development of an open and democratic civil society. 

Consonni

Intercultural art initiative which invites 19 artists to produce works in response to the post industrial context of an abandoned theme park. 

Cultural Front

The Cultural Front involves programs of cultural exchanges, cooproduction projects, introducing different cultural organizations, artists, musicians, art managers from other countries to the cultural scene in Belgrade. 

Culturelink Network

D Media Association

D Nerve Lab

DAH Theatre Research Centre

Directors Guild of Great Britain

Dogtroep

Drugo More

Interdisciplinary performing arts initiative and cityscape conference addressing the role of culture in urban renewal. 

Drustvo Skuc

Du Zieu dans les Bleus

Dutch Federation of Artists

connecting 22 artists´ associations acts as a bridge between art practice and art policy. It organizes workshops for arts practitioners for cultural collaboration between the enlarged EU and along European borders. 

Elshopo

Truck journey through old and new Europe which constitutes a mobile workshop on the notion of European identity. 

European Cultural Association

Eurosud

Eurozine

Non-profit independent network of (and portal for) European cultural journals, with a multilingual magazine of its own which links and promotes the leading cultural magazines from all over Europe. 

Exiled Writers Ink!

Faxcination

Felix Meritis

Fondazione Adriano Olivetti

The results of the Trans:it curatorial research project. 

For a New Bulgarian University Foundation

Frankfurter Kunstverein

Galerija Balen

Guernica ADPE

Har Foundation

IETM

Indvandrer TV / Immigrant TV

Institute of Contemporary Art Moscow

Institute of Tirana

Tirana Biennale 3 

Intercult

Intercult

Istanbul Foundation

IXKIZIT Cie

JugendKunst-und Kulturzentrum Schlesische 27

Khiasma Sud

Short stories and scenarios which give a voice to asylum seekers and migrant communities. 

KUD Pozitiv

Intercultural video workshop against the backdrop of the EXIT rock music festival involving artists from Ljubljana, Novi Sad, Bulgaria, Romania, Greece and Hungary 

Kunstverein München (Germany)

La Vie sur Terre Foundation

Loesje

l'Officina

l'Officina

MAPA

Media2 Méditerranée

META Cultural Foundation

Mostar Intercultural Festival

9th edition of Mostar Intercultural Festival (MIF) 

Multicultural Centre Prague

National Sculpture Factory

Workshop which tackles socio-political issues through art and interdisciplinary activities in Cork´s European capital fo culture programme. 

NEF

New Media Center - kuda.org

A service which provides information and resources for research in the field of media cultural practice, social sciences and information and communication technologies. 

kuda.info gathers artists, scientists, media activists, student population, journalists etc. constituting a new mode of communication, cooperation and education based on the interdisciplinary and interactive principal.

NGO Belgradeyard Sound System

NGO Mooste KulalisStuudio (MOKS)

Nisi Masa

Film scenario workshops for young Algerians who will work online with European filmmakers and then meet at the Rencontres Cinématographiques de Bejaia. 

Nomad

Objective Reality Foundation

ODA

Opera Circus

Collaborative music theatre project that fuses traditional Sevdah music from Bosnia with the operatic voice and centemporary music from Bosnia and the UK. 

Ostrava Days

PAC Multimedia

Strengthening the Cultural Institution ´Houses of Culture` in Macedonia 

Pépinières européennes pour les jeunes artistes

Support for young artists and development of new hosting creative centres to include BG, S&M, CY, EE, H, PL, LT, SLO, SI. 

Polart

Public Association Centre "The Third Sector

Radio FRO

Rex Cultural Centre

Sound art presenting an outside view on Belgrade 

Rijksakademie Trustfonds

RIXC - Riga Center for New Media Culture

Roots & Routes

Saint-Malo Etonnants Voyageurs

Serious Events Limited

Cross border jazz workshops to explore issues of identity with young people in Seine St Denis, London and Budapest. 

Stella Den Haag

Stichting Cinekid

Stichting Public Art Squad, MAMA

Stichting Splitzij

Stichting Videoletters

Creative, participatory media project in which young people from former Yugoslavia were encouraged to create their own `video letters`. 

Taleb Cherche Midi

The AltArt Foundation

The Pirate Ship

TOL Transitions Online

'Translating the Image - Cross Cultural Contemporary Arts' Research Project

Transnational Institute

Founded in 1974 as a worldwide fellowship of committed scholar-activists, the institute has now published a socio-political magazine ´Eurotopia´as platform for debate on the construction of Europe. 

Travelling Painters

Ukrainian-Polish Media Society

Université Paris 8

Waag Society

World Wide Video Festival

Wp Zimmer

Wyspa Progress Foundation

Yad Arts

Yo! International Youth Opera Festival

Yo! aims to bring youth opera to a higher (inter)national level, to improve on the quality 

and quantity of the repertoire and to create a culture of research and experimentation among a new generation of youth opera makers.

STEP Beyond

INTRODUCTION

In 2004, STEP beyond entered its second year of existence. Formerly the European Cultural

Foundation (ECF) travel fund, APEXchanges, STEP beyond was founded in February 2003 and aims to encourage cultural cooperation between all of the countries in Europe. It endeavours to strengthen cultural ties between those European countries that are not currently members of the EU and the present EU countries, for example, supporting individual mobility in the setting-up phase of cultural and artistic initiatives. Thus, the European Cultural Foundation has established the STEP beyond mobility scheme specifically for this purpose.

Before going any further, it is necessary to mention that the report on the first year of the STEP beyond activities was issued in April 2004 in the light of the European Cultural Foundation’s 50th anniversary and covers the period 14 February 2003 - 14 February 2004. Therefore, for those readers who have STEP beyond’s first annual report, a few details will be familiar. From now on however, all further annual reports will cover the period between 1 January and 31 December of the year in question.

Throughout 2004, STEP beyond has once again been able to count on the close cooperation of one ECF mobility programme officer and two ECF STEP trainees in Amsterdam, as well as the valuable content input of three advisors who compose the STEP Advisory Committee. The two trainees who joined the ECF in 2004 are worth mentioning: Sanne Mohr (January – July 2004), student from the Higher European Professional Education (HEBO, The Hague Higher Education) and Maria Eldering, bachelor student in European Studies at the University of Amsterdam (September 2004 – January 2005). We would also like to take this opportunity to thank them for their great work and commitment throughout their internships.

Along with its activities within STEP beyond, the ECF continues to consider mobility as a priority and we are exploring this issue through activities such as, structural support to the Robert Cimetta Fund (which stimulates and supports the mobility of artists and cultural operators in the Mediterranean) and support to www.on-the.move.org, the traveller’s toolkit.

The subsequent chapters will introduce the reader to the developments within the STEP beyond Travel Fund in 2004: the aims, working methods and means of communication. Chapter Three will focus on the results of the second year of STEP beyond, in terms of applications received and awarded, geographical area covered and so on. Chapter Four takes a brief look into the future of the STEP beyond Fund. Finally, the report will conclude with some examples of granted travels and annexes with more detailed statistics on the work of the STEP beyond Mobility Fund in 2004.

Bertan Selim, Lieke Schuitmaker

Amsterdam, May 2005

Contact info:

European Cultural Foundation

Jan van Goyenkade 5

1075 HN Amsterdam

The Netherlands

Tel: +31 (0) 20 573 38 68

Fax: +31 (0) 20 675 2231

e-mail ECF

Staff list 

Other information

The ECF Communication department is responsible for the editing of information on the ECF’s website. Do you have any suggestions to improve the information at this website? Please send an email to webeditor@eurocult.org.

If you would like to subscribe to the ECF's cultural magazine Beyond Borders, then email your POSTAL address to communication@eurocult.org

About payment requests

Please find below some information about necessary bank details. You may also contact directly the Financial Administration at the ECF: tel. +31.20.671 66 07. 

Account Information Sheet Infosheet.doc

