

CULTURE 2000: SPECIFICATIONS FOR 2006

1.
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND

This document presents information on the implementation of the “Culture 2000” programme for 2006 which was adopted on 14th February 2000 by the European Parliament and the Council, after consultation with the Committee of the Regions (Decision No 508/2000/EC published in OJ L 63 of 10.03.2000 p. 1). The programme was established for a period of five years from 1 January 2000, and was extended for a further two years (Decision No 626/2004/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004 published in OJ L 99 of 03.04.2004 p. 3). The details of Decision No 508/2000/EC remain unchanged by the extension of the Programme.

This document includes specifications for Community financial support for cultural projects and events beginning in 2006 and presented by cultural operators from the countries participating in the programme: The 25 Member States of the European Union (Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom); the three EEA/EFTA countries (Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway); the acceding countries Bulgaria and Romania and the candidate country Turkey. However, it should be noted that Turkey’s participation in the programme is subject to an agreement to be concluded between the Turkish government and the European Commission. Turkish organisations will be eligible as project leaders or co-organisers provided that such an agreement enters into force by the end of the selection process.    

These specifications represent part of the seventh annual call for project proposals under the Culture 2000 programme. Unlike previous specifications, in the texts for 2005 and 2006 there will be no annual sector approach, whereby one sector of cultural activity is highlighted each year. Instead, all sectors will be highlighted, whilst respecting the budgetary allocations foreseen in the Decision establishing the Programme and within the indications in the Annexes of the Decision.  The total budget for actions supported under this call for proposals is approximately € 28 million.

Implementation of this call for proposals depends on the adoption of the necessary credits in the context of the Community budget 2006 by the EU budgetary authorities.
2. OBJECTIVES – THEMES – PRIORITIES
2.1. Objectives: 
The Culture 2000 programme contributes to the promotion of a cultural area common to the European peoples. In this context, it supports cooperation between creative artists, cultural operators, both private and public, the activities of the cultural networks, and other partners as well as the cultural institutions of Member States and of the other participant States.
The objectives of Culture 2000 are:

promotion of cultural dialogue and of mutual knowledge of the culture and history of the European peoples; 

promotion of creativity and the transnational dissemination of culture and the movement of artists, creators and other cultural operators and professionals and their works, with a strong emphasis on young and socially disadvantaged people and on cultural diversity; 

highlighting cultural diversity and the development of new forms of cultural expression; 

sharing and highlighting the common cultural heritage of European significance at European level; disseminating know-how and promoting good practices concerning its conservation and safeguarding; 

recognition of the role of culture in socio-economic development; 

fostering intercultural dialogue and mutual exchange between European and non-European cultures; 

explicit recognition of culture as an economic factor and as a factor of social integration and citizenship; 



improved access to and participation in culture in the European Union for as many citizens as possible.

2.2. Themes:
“Culture 2000” aims to provide funding for quality projects which encourage innovation and creativity, which provide real European added value and which reflect the current concerns and areas of interest of operators in the cultural field.

To this end three broad themes for project activity which reflect the spirit of these objectives will be given prominence in these specifications as in all previous calls.

2.3. Priorities:
All future projects approved under the “Culture 2000” programme must seek to address at least one of the following three themes:

- Addressing the Citizen (Decision No 508/2000/EC, Art.1(h)
- New technology/media addressing creativity (the applied and creative use of new technology)

- Tradition and innovation; linking the past and the future.

Particular attention will be given to projects bringing together cultural operators from the EU/EEA, the acceding countries and the candidate country.

3.
TIMETABLE
Applications must reach the Commission no later than 17/10/2005 for all annual projects and translation projects and by 28/10/2005 for all multi-annual cooperation agreement projects and cooperation projects in third countries. The deadline must be adhered to and no extension will be granted (please read section 12.3 of these specifications concerning the procedures for submitting applications carefully) (Article 167 IR).
The Commission will follow the following indicative timetable:

17/10/2005
Deadline for submissions for annual and translation projects,

28/10/2005
Deadline for submissions for multi-annual cooperation agreements and cooperation projects in third countries,

February 2006
Completion of examination of applications, and consultation of Culture 2000 management committee,

March 2006
Right of Scrutiny of the European Parliament and Decision of the European Commission,

May 2006
Written communication of the results to the applicants.

All eligible project applications submitted to Culture 2000 will be evaluated by a group of independent experts.  Successful projects will be selected on the basis of this evaluation.
Terminology and definitions

· “Project leader/Applicant”: To be considered as the project leader, the cultural operator from a country participating in the programme, must act as the legal co-signatory for the EU grant agreement awarded by the European Commission. This is in addition to having a specific and essential involvement and coordinating role in the design and implementation of the project and in its financing (this means guaranteed participation from their own or raised and secured money and equal to at least 5% of the total budget; contributions “in kind” or income generated by the project cannot be included as part of the financial participation).

· “Co-organiser”: To be considered as a co-organiser, the cultural operator from a country participating in the programme, must have a specific and essential involvement both in the design and implementation of the project and in its financing (this means guaranteed participation from their own or raised and secured money and equal to at least 5% of the total budget; contributions “in kind” or income generated by the project cannot be included as part of the financial participation). The involvement of co-organisers must be clearly indicated in the project application.

· “Associated Partner”: To be considered as a partner, the cultural operator will participate in the activities of the project, but is not expected to have a specific and essential involvement and coordinating role in the design and implementation of the project or in its financing.

· “Annual project”: To be admissible as an annual project, the period of eligible expenditure of projects must last no longer than twelve months and must involve co-organisers (including the project leader) from at least 3 participating countries.

· “Multi-annual cooperation agreement project”: To be admissible as a cooperation agreement project, the period of eligible expenditure of projects must last for 24 months minimum and 36 months maximum, and must involve co-organisers (including the project leader) from at least 5 participating countries.

· “The cooperation agreement”: Multi-annual cooperation agreement projects must be based on a cooperation agreement – a common document in a legal form recognised in one of the participating countries and signed by all co-organisers (including the project leader). This document must clearly describe the project objectives, the initiatives that will be implemented in order to achieve these objectives, the role of each co-organiser in the design and implementation of the project and their financial participation in the project.

· “Public or Private body/organisation”: For these specifications a public body is considered as any body, any part of whose costs are financed from the state budget as of right, either by central, regional or local government. That is, these costs are financed from public sector funds raised through taxation or fines or fees regulated by law, without going through an application process which might result in their being unsuccessful in obtaining funds. Organisations that depend on state funding for their existence and receive grants year after year, but for which there exists at least the theoretical possibility that they may fail to receive money one year are considered by the Commission as private bodies.

Start and end of activities:
· For all projects the period of eligibility of expenditure relating to the implementation of a project will be stipulated in the grant agreement and will, except as described in the following point, be no earlier than the signature of the grant agreement by the Commission, which is expected to be 1 May 2006. The period of eligible expenditure must begin by 15 November 2006 at the latest.

· A grant may be awarded for an action which has already begun only where the applicant can demonstrate the need to start the action before the agreement is signed. In such cases, expenditure eligible for financing must not have been incurred before 1 May 2006, or before the signature of the agreement, whichever is the earlier.

· For translation projects: 


The translation must start no earlier than the date on which the grant agreement is signed 
by the Commission, which is expected to be 1 May 2006. However, a contract between 
the publisher and translator for the translation may be signed and pre-financing made 
before this date and may be considered eligible, as long as the signature of this contract is 
not before 15 July 2005. The translated works must be published by 30 November 2007 at 
the latest.

The maximum duration of projects: 
· For annual projects and cultural cooperation projects in third countries, the period of eligibility of expenditure relating to the implementation of a project will last up to 12 months from the date of the beginning of the period of eligibility for each project as indicated in the grant agreement. 

· For multi-annual cooperation projects the period of eligibility of expenditure relating to the implementation of a project will last for a minimum of 24 months and a maximum of 36 months from the date of the beginning of the period of eligibility for each project as indicated in the grant agreement. 

· When implementing the project, only expenditure incurred by project leaders and co-organisers from countries participating in the programme is eligible. In the case of cultural cooperation projects in third countries, expenditure incurred in the third country by the project leader and co-organisers will be considered eligible.

No applications will be accepted for projects scheduled to run for a longer period than that fixed in these specifications. 
In exceptional circumstances and provided it is duly justified by the beneficiary, selected projects will have the possibility to extend the project duration by a maximum of 6 months through an amendment procedure.
The period of eligibility of costs will start on the day the contract is signed by the last of the parties. If a beneficiary can demonstrate the need to start the action before the agreement is signed, expenditure may be authorised before the agreement is signed. Under no circumstances can the eligibility period start before the date of submission of the grant application (Article 112 FR).
Costs incurred prior to 1 May 2006 or before the signature of the agreement, whichever is the earlier, will not be considered (Grants may not be awarded retrospectively for actions already completed. Article 112 FR). 
4.
BUDGET AVAILABLE

The total budget to be allocated to selected annual projects (including translation projects) will be approximately: €14.500.000.

The total budget to be allocated to selected multi-annual projects will be approximately € 13.500.000.
Community funding will take the form of an EU grant agreement between the Commission and the project leader who will be designated as the beneficiary. As a condition for the grant, in the case of multi-annual projects, the Commission requires the beneficiary (project leader) and the other co-organisers to sign an agreement on the arrangements for the project, including the financial provisions. An example of the grant agreement used by the Commission can be accessed from the following internet site: 

" 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/culture/eac/how_particip2000/pract_info/appel_2006_en.html



Beneficiaries must adhere strictly to the applicable administrative rules and must respect the conditions of the Culture 2000 programme and the Council and Commission's Financial Regulations. 

The Commission attaches the utmost importance to sound administrative and financial management of projects.

The Commission cannot be held legally liable for projects that have received financial support. The financial support that it provides does not constitute a claim on the Commission and cannot therefore be transferred to a third party.

Funding requested for annual projects and for annual cooperation projects in third countries: 
The funding requested by each project must range from €50 000 to €150 000 and may not exceed 50% of the project’s total eligible budget. Applications with funding requests outside of this range will be excluded as non-eligible.

For 2006 funding will be given to approximately fifty (50) one-year specific, innovative and/or experimental actions in the field of Cultural Heritage. 

For 2006 funding will be given to approximately twenty (20) one-year specific, innovative and/or experimental actions in the field of Visual Arts.

For 2006 funding will be given to approximately fifty (50) one-year specific, innovative and/or experimental actions in the field of Performing Arts. 
For 2006 funding will be given to approximately ten (10) one-year specific, innovative and/or experimental actions in the field of Literature, Books and Reading. Amongst other things these actions could involve the promotion of reading throughout Europe and improving the skills of professionals in the field of translation of literary works.

For 2006 funding will be given to up to ten (10) projects, across all cultural sectors, which take place in a third country. These projects must involve the co-operation of cultural institutions in the countries participating in the Culture 2000 programme which are competent in the field, and similar organisations in the third country.

Funding requested for translation projects:
For translation projects, Community funding will cover the translator(s)’ fees for all books within the application provided these do not exceed a total of €50 000 or 60% of the total costs of the operation. A breakdown of the total operation costs, clearly indicating the costs relating to translation and editing/production must be provided. Funding will not be given to works receiving support to cover translation costs from other sources.

For 2006, funding will be given to approximately fifty (50) projects for the translation of literary works (fiction) written by European authors and published after 1950; priority will be given to works written in the less widely-used European languages - including regional languages as well as acceding and candidate countries languages - or translated into these languages.
In addition, support will also be provided for approximately twenty (20) projects for the translation of works on the European Humanities. 

Funding requested for multi-annual projects:
Funding requested by each project must be above €50 000 but not more than €300 000 per year and may not exceed 60% of the total eligible budget. Applications with funding requests outside of this range will be excluded as non-eligible.

For actions where the community grant requested exceeds €300 000, the application must be accompanied by an external audit report produced by an approved auditor. That report must certify the accounts for the last financial year available and give an assessment of the financial viability of the applicant. This requirement may be waived in the case of public bodies and secondary and higher educational establishments.

For 2006 funding will be given to approximately seven (7) multi-annual cooperation agreements in the field of Cultural Heritage. 
For 2006 funding will be given to approximately three (3) multi-annual cooperation agreements in the field of Visual Arts.

For 2006 funding will be given to approximately seven (7) multi-annual cooperation agreements in the field of Performing Arts.

For 2006 funding will be given to approximately two (2) multi-annual cooperation agreements in the field of Literature, Books and Reading.

The European Commission reserves the right not to distribute all the funds available.
5.
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
Applications which comply with the following criteria will be the subject of an in-depth evaluation.
5.1
Eligible establishments/bodies/types of beneficiary
Applicants and co-organisers must be:

Public or private cultural organisations with legal status, whose main activity lies in the cultural sphere, who must be involved both in the design and the implementation of the project, and also make a real and significant financial contribution to the project’s budget; their financial participation, from their own money or from raised and secured money, must be equal to at least 5%of the total budget; only grant applications submitted in writing by legal persons shall be eligible. It should be hence noted that “natural persons” (i.e. individuals) cannot submit applications.
5.2
 Eligible countries
Applications from legal entities (based on the organisation’s registered place of business or its place of main activity) established in one of the following countries participating in the programme are eligible:

· the 25 Member States of the European Union (Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom); 
· the three EEA/EFTA countries (Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway)
(Subject to the conditions set out in the EEA agreement and in the protocol thereto
relating to participation in Community programmes. The full participation of these countries will only be possible after the entry into force of the legal base which foresees the cooperation between the EU and EEA/EFTA countries.);
· the acceding countries Bulgaria and Romania; the candidate country Turkey.
(However, it should be noted that Turkey’s participation in the programme is 
subject to an agreement to be concluded between the Turkish government and the European Commission. Turkish organisation will be eligible as project leaders or co-organisers provided that such an agreement enters into force by the end of the selection process.)
5.3
Eligible activities
Excerpt from Annex I to Decision No 508/2000/EC

ACTIVITIES AND IMPLEMENTING MEASURES FOR THE CULTURE 2000 PROGRAMME

1. Description of actions and events

I.1. Specific innovative and/or experimental actions

Each year the community will support events and projects carried out in partnership or in the forms of networks. These projects must involve operators from at least three States participating in the Culture 2000 programme, on the basis of the priorities defined after consultation of the Committee referred to in Article 5, without prejudice to offering the associated countries participation in the programme in accordance with the procedures envisaged in Article 7... These vertical actions (concerning one cultural field) or horizontal actions (associating several cultural fields) should be innovative and/or experimental and aim primarily to do the following: 

(i) place the main emphasis on facilitating access to culture and wider cultural participation by the people in Europe, in all their social, regional and cultural diversity, in particular young people and the most underprivileged;

(ii) encourage the emergence and spread of new forms of expression, within and alongside traditional cultural fields (such as music, the performing arts, the plastic and visual arts, photography, architecture, literature, books, reading, the cultural heritage including the cultural landscape and children’s culture):

(iii) support projects aimed at improving access to books and reading, as well as training professionals working in the field; 

(iv) support projects of cooperation aimed at conserving, sharing, highlighting and safeguarding, at the European level, the common cultural heritage of European significance;

(v) support the creation of multimedia products, tailored to meet the needs of different publics, and thus make European artistic creation and heritage more visible and more accessible to all; 

(vi) encourage initiatives, discussions and cooperation between cultural and sociocultural operators working in the field of social integration, especially integration of young people; 

(vii) foster an intercultural dialogue and mutual exchange between European and other cultures, in particular by encouraging cooperation on subjects of common interest between cultural institutions and/or other operators in the Members States and those in third countries; 

(viii) promote the dissemination of live cultural events using the new technologies of the information society. 

1.2. Integrated actions covered by structured, multiannual transnational cultural cooperation agreements

The Culture 2000 programme shall encourage closer relations and joint working by supporting cultural networks and, in particular, networks of operators, cultural bodies and cultural institutions, involving in particular professionals in different participating States with a view to realising structured cultural projects both within and outside the Community. This measure relates to significant quality projects with a European dimension, involving at least five States participating in the Culture 2000 programme.

The cultural Cooperation Agreements will be aimed at carrying out structured, multiannual cultural actions, between operators of several Member States and those of other States participating in the Culture 2000 programme. These Agreements will concern transnational actions concerning one cultural field, (vertical actions) such as music, the performing arts, the plastic and visual arts, literature, books and reading including translation and cultural heritage. They will moreover promote, also by using new media, the achievement of trans-sectoral integrated actions (horizontal actions based on synergy), i.e. associating several cultural fields.

The Cooperation Agreements proposed in this way for up to three years shall comprise some or all of the following activities:

(i.) co-productions and circulation of works and other cultural events in the European Union (e.g. exhibitions, festivals, etc.), making them accessible to as many citizens as possible;

(ii.) mobility of artists, creators and other cultural operators;

(iii.) further training for professionals in the cultural field and exchange of experience both in academic and practical terms;

(iv.) enhancement of cultural sites and monuments within the Community with a view to raising awareness of European culture;

(v.) research projects, public awareness campaigns, activities for teaching and the dissemination of knowledge, seminars, congresses, meetings on cultural topics of European importance;

(vi.) use of new technologies;

(vii.) projects aimed at the highlighting of cultural diversity and of multilingualism, promoting mutual awareness of the history, roots, common cultural values of the European peoples and their common cultural heritage.

In order for the agreement to be eligible, the activities it covers must involve operators from at least five States participating in the Culture 2000 programme.

Those responsible for multi-annual cultural Cooperation Agreements receiving Community support for more than one year must submit to the Commission at the end of each year a summary of activities undertaken and of the expenditure on each activity, in order for the Community support to be carried over for the period of the project.

General eligibility criteria:
Annual cooperation projects:
All of these projects should aim at the mobility of cultural actors and the circulation of works and co-productions throughout participating countries and should correspond with the aims and with one (1) or more of the activities contained in the excerpt from Annex 1 to Decision No 508/2000/EC. Priority will be given to projects combining more than one of these activities.

In addition to this, priority will also be given to quality projects which involve the largest and most widespread number of cultural operators from different participating countries, which promote the greatest mobility of artists and/or professionals in the field and which ensure the dissemination of their activities to the general public using the most appropriate means of communication.

For all sectors the organisation of congresses, conferences or seminars and the production of CD-ROMs are not considered priority actions.

Multi-annual cooperation agreement projects:

Multi-annual cooperation agreements aim to strengthen cooperation between cultural operators in a structured and long-lasting way. To this end, projects undertaken in this category of activity must have an ongoing multiplier effect at the European level.

All of these projects should aim at the mobility of cultural actors and the circulation of works and co-productions throughout participating countries and should correspond with the aims and with one (1) or more of the activities contained in the above-mentioned excerpt. Priority will be given to projects combining more than one of these activities.

In addition to this, priority will also be given to quality projects which involve the largest and most widespread number of cultural operators from different participating countries, which promote the greatest mobility of artists and/or professionals in the field and which ensure the dissemination of their activities to the general public using the most appropriate means of communication.

For all sectors the organisation of congresses, conferences or seminars and the production of CD-ROMs are not considered priority actions.
Specific eligibility criteria:

For annual projects:

· Projects must involve co-organisers (including the project leader) from at least three (3) different countries participating in the programme.
· Each co-organiser must be a cultural operator from a country participating in the programme and must have a specific and essential involvement both in the design and implementation of the project and in its financing (this means a guaranteed financial participation from their own or raised and secured money and equal to at least 5% of the total budget). The involvement of co-organisers in each of these areas must be clearly indicated in the project application.

For multi-annual projects:

· Each project must involve co-organisers (including the project leader) from at least 5 participating countries.
· Each co-organiser must be a cultural operator from a country participating in the programme and must have a specific and essential involvement both in the design and implementation of the project and in its financing (a guaranteed financial participation from their own or raised and secured money and equal to at least 5% of the total budget).  The involvement of co-organisers in all of these areas must be clearly indicated in the project application.

· This type of project must be based on a cooperation agreement: a common document in a legal form recognised in one of the countries participating in the programme, signed by all the co-organisers and clearly and precisely describing the project objectives, the initiatives which will be implemented in order to achieve these objectives and the role of each co-organiser in the design and implementation of the project.

For all cultural heritage projects:

Applications for both annual and multi-annual co-operation projects in the cultural heritage sector involving listed or classified heritage must be accompanied by the appropriate permission/approval papers from the competent authorities which will allow the project participants to proceed with the planned conservation, restoration or enhancement works.

For translation projects:

· For the translation of literary works (fiction) the work to be translated must be written by a European author in 1950 or after and must have been first published in 1950 or after. 

· The works must not have previously been translated into the target language. 

· The translation must be from and into European languages only and the translation must be done from the original language of the work.

· Applications, which may be submitted by individual publishing houses or a group of publishers, must involve the translation of at least 4, and not more than 10, eligible works.

· All translations should be done by native speakers of the target language (i.e. the language that they will be translating into).

For annual cooperation projects in third countries:

· The events must take place in a country not participating in the programme and involve the cooperation of at least four (4) organisations (one project leader, two co-organisers and one associated partner). These four must include three cultural institutions from three of the countries participating in the programme (i.e. the project leader and two other co-organisers), and one cultural institution from and in the relevant third country (i.e. an associated partner). 

· The project leader and each co-organiser must be cultural institutions from countries participating in the programme and must have a specific and essential involvement both in the design and implementation of the project and in its financing (a guaranteed financial participation from their own or raised and secured money and equal to at least 5% of the total budget). The involvement of co-organisers must be clearly indicated in the project application.

· At least one of the three co-organisers (i.e. either the project leader or one of the co-organisers) from the countries participating in the programme must either be established or have relevant field experience in the third country in question. Proof of this must be included in the application form.

· The proposals relating to these actions must be presented to the Commission by the relevant authorities in the project leader's country of origin through its Permanent Representation to the European Union by 28 October 2005.

5.4
Eligible proposals
Only proposals submitted using the official application form, completed in full, signed (original signatures required) and received by the specified deadline, will be considered.
The application form must be accompanied by an official letter from the applicant organisation, documents attesting to its financial and operational capacity, and all the other documents referred to in the application form.
Applicants must submit a budget that is balanced in terms of expenditure and revenue and must comply with the ceiling for Community cofinancing, see for details section 4.
All the other conditions set out in section 12 of these specifications must be complied with.
6.
EXCLUSION CRITERIA

Applicants must state that they are not in any of the situations described in Articles 93 and 94 of the Financial Regulation applicable to the general budget of the European Communities (Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002) and set out below.
Applicants will be excluded from participating in the call for proposals if they are in any of the following situations:
a)
They are bankrupt or being wound up, are having their affairs administered by the courts, have entered into an arrangement with creditors, have suspended business activities, are the subject of proceedings concerning those matters, or are in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure provided for in national legislation or regulations;

b)
they have been convicted of an offence concerning their professional conduct by a judgment which has the force of res judicata;

c)
they have been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means which the contracting authority can justify;

d)
they have not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions or the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which they are established or with those of the country of the contracting authority or those of the country where the contract is to be performed;

e)
they have been the subject of a judgment which has the force of res judicata for fraud, corruption, involvement in a criminal organisation or any other illegal activity detrimental to the Communities' financial interests;

f)
following another procurement procedure or grant award procedure financed by the Community budget, they have been declared to be in serious breach of contract for failure to comply with their contractual obligations.

Applicants will not be granted financial assistance if, on the date of the grant award procedure, they are:
(a)
subject to a conflict of interests;
(b)
guilty of misrepresentation in supplying the information required by the contracting authority as a condition of participation in the grant award procedure, or fail to supply this information.
In accordance with Articles from 93 to 96 of the Financial Regulation, administrative and financial penalties may be imposed on applicants who are guilty of misrepresentation or are found to have seriously failed to meet their contractual obligations under a previous contract award procedure.
To comply with these provisions, applicants must sign a declaration on their honour certifying that they are not in any of the situations referred to in Articles 93 and 94 of the Financial Regulation (Article 114 FR; Article 174 IR).
Further exclusion criteria for all projects:

- projects submitted by cultural operators (i.e. project leaders) who as organisers or co-organisers have received funding from the Culture 2000 programme under a multi-annual cooperation agreement from the calls of proposals of 2004 or 2005.
Further exclusion criteria for all projects except translation projects:

- projects that do not respect the definitions of the terms “project leader”, “co-organiser” “annual project” or “cooperation agreement” as given in these specifications;

- projects submitted under this call for proposals that have UNESCO or the Council of Europe as project leader or co-organiser.

7.
SELECTION CRITERIA

The selection criteria shall be such as to make it possible to assess the applicant's ability to complete the proposed action or work programme.

Applicant must have stable and sufficient sources of funding to maintain their activity throughout the period during which the action is being carried out or the year for which the grant is awarded and to participate in its funding. They must have the professional competencies and qualifications required to complete the proposed action or work programme (Article 115 (1); Article 176 IR).
Applicants must submit a declaration on their honour, completed and signed, attesting to their status as a legal person and to their financial and operational capacity to complete the proposed activities (Article 173 (2) IR).
7.1
Technical capacity
In order to permit an assessment of their technical capacity, organisations must submit:


in annex 2, the CV of the person in charge of overall coordination of the programme 
of work (i.e. the person responsible for the project) plus the CVs of those with 
responsibility for the project in each of the co-organisers ; 


in annex 3, the latest activity report of the project leader and of the co-organisers;


in annex 5, any material to support the application, illustrate the project and allow a 
more thorough evaluation of the project and its organisers (e.g. relevant publications, 
programmes, images, drawings, examples of artists’ work etc.)


and add, for translation projects only, in order to state the technical capacity:


in annex 10, the CV of the translator(s);



in annex 11, a dated and signed declaration from the publisher that the name of the 
translator and the acknowledgement of Community financial support will be clearly 
indicated in the translated work;

7.2
Financial capacity
In order to permit an assessment of their financial capacity, organisations must submit, together with their applications:

- the profit and loss accounts of the applicant organisation and the co-organisers, together with the balance sheet for the last financial year for which the accounts have been closed.
The verification of financial capacity shall not apply to public bodies, or to international organisations (Article 176 (4) IR).
To facilitate the verification of the applicant organisation’s (project leader) financial capacity the appropriate form must be filled in and submitted with the application. The relevant form is available on our internet site (forms to be completed).
NB: If, on the basis of the documents submitted, the Commission considers that financial capacity has not been proved or is not satisfactory, it may: 
· reject the application
· ask for further information
· require a guarantee (see 9.3)
· offer a grant agreement without pre-financing. 
7.3
Audit (Article 173 (4) IR, compulsory for grants over €300 000)
Grant applications must be accompanied by an external audit report produced by an approved auditor.
This report must certify the accounts for the last year available and give an assessment of the financial viability of the applicant.

This obligation does not apply to public bodies, secondary or higher education establishments, international organisations under public law, or beneficiaries with joint and several liability in the case of agreements involving several beneficiaries.
The conditions of the Culture 2000 programme and the European Council and Commission's Financial Regulations must be respected. 
For full information about the new Financial Regulations, applicants should refer to: http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/search/search_oj.html and search for the following two Official Journals:
                  -Date: 09/2002. Official Journal Series/Number: L/248  (Council Regulation No 1605/2002 

                        of 25 June 2002 on the Financial Regulation applicable to the general budget of the European Communities)

                 -Date: 12/2002. Official Journal Series/Number: L/357 (Commission Regulation 

                        No.2342/2002 of 23 December 2002 laying down detailed rules for the implementation of Council Regulation 

                        No.1605/2002 on the Financial Regulation applicable to the general budget of the European Communities).
8.
AWARD CRITERIA
Eligible applications/projects will be assessed on the basis of the following criteria:

These criteria will focus on those elements of a proposal, which are regarded as being integral to the development and implementation of a quality project, providing real European added value and addressing the objectives of the Programme.

The underlying concerns behind the evaluation criteria and which will be given equal weighting are:

European Added Value

Projects which are regarded as providing real European added value are projects whose objectives, methodology and the nature of the cooperation undertaken have a perspective which looks beyond local, regional or even national interests and aims to develop synergies at a European level. Particular attention will be given to projects which it is felt demonstrate this. 

In light of the Council Resolution of 19 December 2002 on European added value (published in OJ C 13 of 18.01.2003 page 5) and for the purposes of evaluation, those factors which will be taken into consideration when assessing the European added value of a project are:

· The cultural value of the project from a European perspective: the way in which the objectives and effects of the action are better achieved at the European level than at National level;

· The level of cooperation between States and the multilateral character of the project: the number, involvement and geographical range of participating countries. Where a number of projects are deemed to be of equivalent merit by the group of independent experts, preference will be given to projects which involve the largest number of co-organisers and/or partners from different participating countries;

· The level at which the actions address, reach and benefit primarily citizens in Europe and that aim for broad visibility and accessibility;

· The possibility of continued cooperation and sustainability, further activity or ongoing benefits arising at a European level from the activities proposed constituting a long-term contribution to the development of cooperation, integration and cultures in Europe;

· The promotion of cultural dialogue and enhancement of mutual knowledge of cultures.

Quality

Particular attention will be given to projects which consistently demonstrate through the level of cooperation between partners, the thoroughness of the application and methodology, the clarity of the budget, the proposed project management and the originality of approach that their proposal is one which will not only address the criteria and objectives of the Programme but can be completed successfully. 

For the purposes of the call and for the purposes of evaluation, those factors which will be taken into consideration when assessing the quality of a project are:

· The degree of involvement of each of the co-organisers in the design, implementation and financing of the project;
· The relevance of the actions proposed to the objectives of the Programme as set out in Article 1 Decision No 508/2000/EC and the general themes as set out in these specifications;
· The expertise and experience of those involved in the management and implementation of the project with regard to the category/activities addressed;
· The relevance of the actions proposed to the targeted audience/beneficiaries, the impact on the general public and the social issues addressed;

· The relation between the actions proposed and the budget and the staff available to implement the proposal;
· The clarity of the provided budget breakdown and the clear relation between the amounts accorded to activities, the nature of the activities and methodology of carrying them out.

Innovation and Creativity

Particular attention will be given to projects that are regarded as demonstrating innovation, originality and creativity in their approach, their perspective, their methodology, or the nature of their cooperation.
Projects will be selected by the Commission in accordance with the criteria of the Culture 2000 programme, as set out in these specifications. 

The Commission will make its selection in accordance with the procedures outlined in Article 116.1 and 116.2 of the European Council Financial Regulation, following consultation with a group of independent experts from countries participating in the programme, and after consultation with and approval from the committee of Member States' representatives. 

Representatives of the EEA/EFTA countries (Iceland, Liechtenstein, and Norway) will participate in committee meetings with the same rights and obligations as those of the Member States, but will not have the right to vote.

The representatives of the above-mentioned acceding and candidate countries will participate in committee meetings as observers for the items that concern them. They will not be present when other items are discussed, nor will they have the right to vote.

The outcome of the selection process will be announced once the official selection procedure has been completed. The applicants who have been proposed to receive funding will be sent an EU grant agreement for signature which will take effect only after signature by the applicant and the Commission. All applicants will be informed in writing of the decision on their application. If the grant requested is not awarded, the institution shall give reasons for the rejection of the application, with reference, in particular, to the selection and award criteria already announced. No information on the outcome of individual applications will be given before the selection procedure is completed.

9.
FINANCIAL CONDITIONS

Acceptance of an application by the Commission does not constitute an undertaking to award a financial contribution equal to the amount requested by the beneficiary. The awarding of a grant does not establish an entitlement for subsequent years.

Community grants are incentives to carry out projects which would not be feasible without the Commission’s financial support, and are based on the principle of co-financing. They complement the applicant's own financial contribution and/or national, regional or private assistance that has been obtained elsewhere. 

The allocated amount may not exceed the amount requested.

Grant applications must include a detailed estimated budget in which all prices are given in euros. Applicants from countries outside the euro zone must use the conversion rates published in the Official Journal of the European Union, series C, on the date of publication of this call for proposals.
The budget for the action / the operating budget attached to the application must have revenue and expenditure in balance and show clearly the costs which are eligible for financing from the Community budget (Article 173 (3) IR).
The applicant must indicate the sources and amounts of any other funding received or applied for in the same financial year for the same action or for any other action and for routine activities (Article 173 (5) IR).
The Commission grant must not have the purpose or effect of producing a profit for the beneficiary. Profit is defined as a surplus of receipts over costs. The amount of the grant will be reduced by the amount of any surplus (Article 109 (2) FR, Article 165 IR). Should the actual total cost of the project be less than the total estimated cost, the Commission will reduce its contribution proportionally. It is therefore in the applicant's interest to present a reasonable budget estimate.

The account or sub-account indicated by the beneficiary must make it possible to identify the funds transferred by the Commission. If the funds paid into this account give rise to interest or equivalent profits in accordance with the legislation of the country where the account is held, such profit or interest will be recovered by the Commission where it results from the pre-financing payment.
In order to permit an assessment of their financial conditions, the project leaders must submit, together with their application:
the bank details form (http://europa.eu.int/comm/budget/execution/ftiers_fr.htm) completed by the beneficiary and certified by the bank (original signatures required);

and add, for translation projects only:
annex 9, a breakdown of the total operation costs that clearly highlights those costs relating to translation;

and add, for multi-annual cooperation agreement projects only:
in annex 13, for community grants requested exceeding €300,000 for the duration of the project, the application shall be accompanied by an external audit report produced by an approved auditor. That report shall certify the accounts for the last financial year available and give an assessment of the financial viability of the applicant. This requirement may be waived in the case of public bodies and secondary and higher educational establishments. 
9.1
Payment procedures
In the event of definitive approval by the Commission, a financial agreement, drawn up in euros and detailing the conditions and level of funding, will be entered into between the Commission and the beneficiary. This agreement (the original) must be signed and returned to the Commission immediately. The Commission will sign it last. 
Grants for all annual projects are paid in two instalments. The pre-financing payment (70% of the total grant) will be made within 45 days of the date when the last of the two parties signs the agreement and all the possible guarantees are received. Pre-financing is intended to provide the beneficiary with a float. It may be split into a number of payments. The payment of the balance will depend on the Commission's approval of the final activity and financial reports.

Grants for multi-annual cooperation agreements are paid in three instalments: a pre-financing payment (50% of the total grant) made within 45 days of the date when the last of the two parties signs the agreement and all the possible guarantees are received, a second pre-financing payment midway through the project (30% of the total grant) and a final payment of the balance on completion of the project. 

The second pre-financing will be subject to the consumption of at least 70% of the first pre-financing, and any request for new payment must be accompanied by a technical progress report of the work carried out to date, as well as a detailed statement of actual expenditure on these actions. The second pre-financing payment will only be made after this report has subsequently been approved by the Commission. 

If final payment request exceeds €150 000 an external audit will be compulsory. However, an audit will not be necessary in respect of the first pre-financing payment.

Depending on his or her analysis of management risks, the authorising officer responsible may waive the audit obligation in the case of public bodies.
Grants for translation projects are paid in one instalment at the end of the project following approval of the final report and accounts.

Since the Commission's contribution represents a given percentage of the total estimated cost of the project, the final payment will be calculated on the basis of real, eligible declared costs, bearing in mind any other contributions received or input from the project leader’s or co-organisers’ own resources.
The Commission will establish the amount of the final payment to be made to the beneficiary on the basis of the final reports. If the eligible costs actually incurred by the organisation during the project are lower than anticipated, the Commission will apply its rate of funding to the actual costs, and the beneficiary will, where applicable, be required to repay any excess amounts already transferred by the Commission under the pre-financing payment(s). 

9.2
Audit report
An external audit of accounts, produced by an approved auditor, may be required in support of any payments on the basis of an analysis of management risks. The audit report must be attached to the payment request, its purpose being to certify that the accounts concerned are sincere, reliable and substantiated by adequate supporting documents.
9.3
Guarantee
The Commission may require any organisation which has been awarded a grant to provide a guarantee first, in order to limit the financial risks linked to the pre-financing payment.
The purpose of this guarantee is to make a bank or a financial institution, third party or the other beneficiaries stand as irrevocable collateral security for, or first-call guarantor of, the grant beneficiary's obligations.

This financial guarantee, in euros, must be provided by an approved bank or financial institution established in one of the Member State of the European Union.
The guarantee may be replaced by a joint and several guarantees by a third party or by a joint guarantee of the beneficiaries of an action who are parties to the same grant agreement. 

The guarantee will be released as the pre-financing is gradually cleared against interim payments or payments of balances  to the beneficiary, in accordance with the conditions laid down in the grant agreement.
This requirement does not apply to public bodies and international organisations under public law established by inter-governmental agreements, specialised agencies created by such organisations, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) or the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. Beneficiaries who have entered into a framework partnership contract may also be released from this obligation.
9.4
Double financing
Subsidised projects may not benefit from any other Community funding for the same activity (Article 111 FR; Articles 170 and 173 IR).
9.5
Eligible costs

In order to be eligible under these specifications, costs must:
-
be necessary for the implementation of the action/project, be included in the estimated budget attached to the agreement, necessary and reasonable for the completion of the action/project, and consistent with the principles of sound financial management, in particular in terms of value for money and cost-effectiveness;
-
be incurred during the lifetime of the action/project as defined in the agreement;

-
actually be incurred by the beneficiaries, be recorded in the beneficiaries’ accounts in accordance with the applicable accounting principles, and be declared in accordance with the requirements of the applicable tax and social legislation;

-
be identifiable and verifiable and be backed up by original supporting documents.
The beneficiaries’ internal accounting and auditing procedures must permit direct reconciliation of the costs and revenue declared in respect of the action/project with the corresponding accounting statements and supporting documents.

Eligible direct costs:

The eligible direct costs for the action/project are those costs which, with due regard for the conditions of eligibility set out above, are identifiable as specific costs directly linked to the performance of the action and which can therefore be booked to it directly. In particular, the following direct costs are eligible, provided that they satisfy the criteria set out in the previous paragraph: 

- the cost of staff assigned to the action/project, comprising actual salaries plus social security charges and other statutory costs included in their remuneration, provided that this cost does not exceed the average rates corresponding to the usual remuneration policy of the beneficiaries. NB: this cost must be actual cost incurred by the beneficiaries and staff costs of other organisations are eligible only if they are paid directly or reimbursed by the beneficiaries; 

- personnel costs incurred exclusively in implementing the project are eligible only where the accounting systems of the relevant co-organisers can clearly isolate and demonstrate the percentage of staff time devoted to the implementation of the project within the period of eligible expenditure and therefore the percentage of personnel costs which can be attributed to project costs. The salaries of public sector employees are only eligible if they are paid for or reimbursed by the co-ordinator or the co-beneficiaries, and if the staff concerned are directly and exclusively working on the project. If they are only working partially on the project, then only the relevant % is eligible. The fact that these staff are working on the project must be proven by secondment agreements, job descriptions, time sheets or other means. The administrative staff costs of the project must not exceed 20% of the total amount of all other direct expenditure;


- travel / accommodation / daily allowance costs associated with the project; e.g. meetings, European gatherings, travel for training, (taxi costs are not eligible unless it is proven that there was no alternative). Organisations should use their own daily rates to calculate these costs however these must not be higher than the maximum amounts fixed by the Commission (the EC rates can be consulted at the following internet site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/culture/eac/how_particip2000/pract_info/appel_2006_en.html

- purchase cost of equipment (new or second-hand), provided that it is written off in accordance with the tax and accounting rules applicable to the beneficiary and generally accepted for items of the same kind. Only the portion of the equipment's depreciation corresponding to the duration of the action/project and the rate of actual use for the purposes of the action may be taken into account by the Commission, except where the nature and/or the context of its use justifies different treatment by the Commission;
- costs associated with conferences (e.g. hiring premises, interpreters);

- telecommunication costs;

- costs of consumables and supplies, provided that they are identifiable and assigned to the action/project;
- costs arising directly from requirements linked to the performance of the action/project (dissemination of information, specific evaluation of the action/project, audits, translations, reproduction, etc.), including, where applicable, the costs of any financial services (especially the cost of financial guarantees);
- costs entailed by other contracts awarded by the beneficiary or its partners for the purposes of carrying out the action/project, provided that the conditions laid down in Article II.9 of the agreement are met; for annual and multi-annual projects with some activities taking place in a country not participating in the programme; any costs relating to the project and which incurred in the third country by the project leader or co-organisers must not exceed 10% of the global budget;
- for the specific cooperation projects taking place entirely in a third country expenditure relating to the project incurred in the third country by the project leader and co-organisers is considered eligible. A “Third country” can be considered as any country that does not participate in the Culture 2000 programme.
Eligible indirect costs (administrative costs);
A flat-rate amount, not exceeding 7% of the eligible direct costs of the action, is eligible under indirect costs, representing the beneficiaries’ general administrative costs which can be regarded as chargeable to the action/project.
Indirect costs may not include costs entered under another budget heading.

Indirect costs are not eligible where the beneficiaries already receive an operating grant from the European Commission.
9.6
 Ineligible costs

The following costs shall not be considered eligible:


- return on capital;

- debt and debt service charges;

- provisions for losses or potential future liabilities;

- interest owed;

- doubtful debts;

- exchange losses, unless specifically provided for in exceptional cases;
- VAT, unless the beneficiary can show that he is unable to recover it;
- costs declared by the beneficiary and covered by another action or work programme receiving a Community grant;
- excessive or reckless expenditure;


- expenditure on luxuries;


- the production of material and publications for commercial purposes; however, consideration will be given to monographs, collections, reviews, records, CDs, CD ROMs, CD-Is and videos provided they form an integral part of the project;


- investment or operating costs on the part of cultural organisations which do not form an integral part of the project;


- expenditure incurred by participants from countries not participating in the Culture 2000 programme;


- contributions in kind (e.g. land, immovable property whether it its entirety or in part, durable capital goods, raw materials and unpaid voluntary work) under any circumstances
9.7
Legal entity
The Commission can propose an agreement only on the basis of acceptance of documents which make it possible to define the beneficiaries’ legal personality — legal entity as a legal person (public administration, private company, non-profit organisation, etc.).
The project leader  must provide the following documents:

Private company, association, etc.:
· legal entity form, duly completed and signed (http://europa.eu.int/comm/budget/execution/legal_entities_fr.htm#ELENFR);
· extract from the official gazette/trade register, and certificate of liability to VAT (if, as in certain countries, the trade register number and VAT number are identical, only one of these documents is required).

Public-law entity:
· legal entity form, duly completed and signed (http://europa.eu.int/comm/budget/execution/legal_entities_fr.htm#ELENFR);
· legal resolution or decision established in respect of the public company, or other official document established for the public-law entity.
10.
SUB-CONTRACTING AND AWARD OF PROCUREMENT CONTRACT

(Article 120 FR; Article 184 IR)
Where the implementation of the assisted actions requires sub-contracting or tendering, beneficiaries of grants must award the contract to the tender offering the best value for money, in compliance with the principles of transparency and equal treatment for potential contractors, care being taken to avoid any conflict of interests. Such subcontracting should only cover the execution of a limited part of the project. The beneficiary must clearly document the tendering procedure and retain the documentation for the event of an audit.
For all sub-contracting beneficiaries must demonstrate that appropriate competition among potential sub-contractees has taken place unless it can be demonstrated that only one supplier exists in a given market. Any recourse to the award of such contracts after the starting date of the project (stated in the application) shall be subject to prior written authorisation by the Commission.
11.
PUBLICITY
All grants awarded in the course of a financial year must be published on the Internet site of the Community institutions during the first half of the year following the closure of the budget year in respect of which they were awarded.  The information may also be published using any other appropriate medium, including the Official Journal of the European Union.

With the agreement of the beneficiary (taking account of whether information is of such a nature as to jeopardise its security or prejudice its financial interests), the Commission will publish the following information:
- name and address of the beneficiary,
- subject of the grant,
- amount awarded and rate of funding (Article 110 FR; article 169 IR).
Beneficiaries must clearly acknlowledge the European Union’s contribution in all publications or in conjunction with activities for which the grant is used.
Furthermore, beneficiaries are required to give prominence to the name and logo of the European Commission on all their publications, posters, programmes and other products realised under the co-financed project.

If this requirement is not fully complied with, the beneficiary’s grant may be reduced.
12.
PROCEDURE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS

12.1
Publication (Article 110 FR; Articles 166 and 167 IR)
The call for proposals is published in the Official Journal of the European Union, the specifications and the application forms are accessible on the Internet site of the Education and Culture DG at the following address:



http://europa.eu.int/comm/culture/eac/how_particip2000/pract_info/appel_2006_en.html
12.2
Application form
Grant applications must be drawn up in one of the official EU languages, using the form specifically designed for this purpose. Please note that only typed applications will be considered.

The forms can be obtained on the Internet at the above-mentioned internet address.
or by writing to:

European Commission


Culture and Communication


Culture

DG Education and Culture (B-100 – Office: 5/21)


B - 1049 Brussels

Belgium

Only one copy of the form will be sent out per request.

12.3
Submission of the grant application
Two copies of the application form (one original and one copy), signed and dated, this MUST include the original signed and stamped declarations of BOTH the project leader and the co-organisers. Only one set of all relevant annexes is required;


the form for acknowledgement of receipt, giving the address of the project leader; 


in annex 1, a certified copy of the project leader’s and co-organisers’ legally registered 
articles of association/statutes (with the exception of public bodies);


and add for translation projects only:


in annex 6, a copy of the original books which are due to be translated;



in annex 7, a copy of the contract on translation rights;



in annex 8, a copy of the agreement between the publisher and the translator(s);


and add, for multi-annual cooperation agreement projects only:



in annex 12, the text of the cooperation agreement (describing the action to be taken 
plus the role and financial participation of each co-organiser party to the agreement 
and signed by the co-organisers’ legal representatives) in a legal form recognised in 
one of the countries participating in the programme;


and add, for cultural heritage projects only:



in annex 14, the appropriate permission/approval papers from the competent 
authorities that will allow the project participants to proceed with the planned 
conservation, restoration or enhancement works.

Only applications submitted on the correct form, duly completed, dated, showing a 
balanced budget (revenue/expenditure), submitted in one original clearly identified as 
such, plus one certified copy), and signed by the person authorised to enter into legally 
binding commitments on behalf of the applicant organisation will be accepted.
All additional information considered necessary by the applicant can be included on separate sheets.

Applications which do not include all the stipulated documents in the required languages and which are not submitted before the deadline will not be considered.

Applications must be sent to the following address:


European Commission


Culture and Communication


Culture

DG Education and Culture (B-100 – Office: 5/21)


B - 1049 Brussels

Belgium


in one of the following ways:

· By registered post; the relevant date is to be the date of despatch by post, as evidenced by the postmark; or the registered delivery receipt issued by the Postal Services

· By hand-delivery by the applicant in person or by an agent against a signed and dated receipt to the following address, during the hours of: 8.30 – 17.00, Monday to Friday:
European Commission

Rue Geneve 1

B - 1049 Brussels
Belgium
Please ensure that the address of the Culture 2000 Unit is clearly marked on the envelope.

Please note that for security reasons hand delivered proposals cannot be accepted at the postal address of the Unit Culture 2000. 

· By courier service, the relevant date is:

a) the date of delivery to the courier by the applicant as evidenced by the date of the signed and dated courier form.

b) if the not dated despatch form is available then the relevant date will be taken as that of the delivery to the Commission as evidenced by a receipt issued by the Commission.  

And by the deadline of 17/10/2005 at the latest for all annual projects and translation projects and by 28/10/2005 for all multi-annual cooperation agreement projects and cooperation projects in third countries.

The deadline must be adhered to and no extension will be granted.

Applications sent by fax or e-mail will not be accepted.

No changes to the dossier can be made after the application has been submitted. However, if there is a need to clarify certain aspects, the Commission may contact the applicant for this purpose.
Only applications that fulfil the eligibility criteria will be considered for a grant. If an application is deemed ineligible, a letter indicating the reasons will be sent to the applicant.

All unsuccessful applicants will be informed in writing.

Selected proposals will be subjected to a financial analysis, in connection with which the Commission may ask the persons responsible for the proposed actions to provide additional information and, if appropriate,  guarantees.
12.4
Rules applicable
Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 of 25 June 2002 on the Financial Regulation applicable to the general budget of the European Communities

Commission Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2342/2002 of 23 December 2002 (rules for the implementation of the Council Regulation)

12.5
Contacts
For further information please contact the Cultural Contact Points in your country, listed below:

Annex: LIST OF THE CULTURAL CONTACT POINTS IN EUROPE

AUSTRIA

Cultural Contact Point Austria 

http://www.ccp-austria.at

Arts

Federal Chancellery – Department for the Arts

Division  II/7

Elisabeth Pacher 

Schottengasse 1

A-1014  Vienna

Austria

Tel. (43-1) 531 15  7692 

Fax (43-1) 531 15  7694

E-mail: elisabeth.pacher@bka.gv.at 

http://www.art.austria.gv.at/

http://www.bka.gv.at/

Cultural Heritage

Federal Ministry for Education, Science and Culture - DG Culture

Armin Mahr 

Schreyvogelgasse 2

A - 1014 Vienna

Austria

Tel. (43-1) 531 20  3630

Fax (43-1) 531 20  81  3630 

E-mail: armin.mahr@bmbwk.gv.at

http://bmbwk.gv.at/kultur
http://www.kulturleben.at

BELGIUM

Cultural Contact Point Belgium (Flemish Community)

CultuurContactpunt Vlaanderen

Ine Vander Elst

CultuurNet Vlaanderen

Arenbergstraat 1d

B - 1000 Brussels

Belgium

Tel. : (32-2) 551.18.71

Fax : (32-2) 551.18.99

E-mail : cultuurcontactpunt@cultuurnet.be

http://www.cultuurnet.be

Cultural Contact Point Belgium (French and German Community)

Claudine Lison

Stéphanie Pécourt
c/o Wallonie-Bruxelles Théatre / Danse

Le Flagey, 18 Place Flagey B13

B-1050 Brussels

Belgium

Tel. (32-2) 219 39 08 

Fax (32-2) 219 45 74

Email: wbt@online.be

http://www.pcceurope.be

BULGARIA 

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

European Integration and international cooperation Directorate

Iveta Dimova

Daniela Kaneva

17, Al. Stamboliiski Blvd.

BG - 1040 Sofia

Bulgaria

Tel. (359-2) 94-00-915

Fax (359-2) 981 81 45

E-mail: I.Dimova@mct.government.bg

D.Kaneva@mct.government.bg 

http://www.mct.government.bg 

Euro-Bulgarian Cultural Centre

Yavor Koinakov

17 Al. Stamboliiski Blvd.

BG - 1040 Sofia

Bulgaria

Tel. (359-2) 988 00 84 

Fax (359-2) 980 78 03 

E-mail: cip@eubcc.bg

http://www.eubcc.bg 

REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS

Cultural Contact Point Republic of Cyprus

Ministry of Education and Culture
Cultural Services

Eleni Nikita

Louli Michaelidou

Christina  Yiangou

Corner of Kimonas and Thoukidides Street

1434 Nicosia

Cyprus

Tel. (357) 22 800979/800933/800994

Fax (357) 22 518042

E-mail: ccp@culture.moec.gov.cy 

http://www.moec.gov.cy/CCP/index.html

CZECH REPUBLIC

Cultural Contact Point Czech Republic

Theatre Institute

Eva Zákova

Viktor Debnar

Celetná 17

110 00 Praha 1

Czech Republic

Tel. (420) 224 809 134 / 118, 119

Fax (420) 222 326 121

E-mail: info@culture2000.cz 

http://www.culture2000.cz

Section for Cultural Heritage of the CCP

National Institute for the Protection and Conservation of Monuments and Sites – Central Unit

Eva Lukásová

Valdstejnské námesti. 3

118 01 Praha 1

Czech Republic

Tel. (420) 257 532 309, (420) 257 010 248/249, (420) 257 010 151 

Fax (420) 257 010 248

E-mail: culture2000heritage@up.npu.cz

http://www.supp.cz/html/culture2000heritage

DENMARK

Cultural Contact Point Denmark

Kunststyrelsen / The Danish Arts Agency

Søren Beltoft

Kongens Nytorv 3

DK-1050 Copenhagen K

Denmark 

Tel. (45) 33 74 45 00

Fax (45) 33 14 64 28

E-mail: sbe@kunststyrelsen.dk

sbe@danish-arts.dk 

http://www.kunststyrelsen.dk 

ESTONIA

Cultural Contact Point Estonia

Estonian Institute

Karel Zova 

Suur-Karja 14

10140 Tallinn

Estonia

Ph. +372 6314 355

Fax: +372 6314 356

E-mail: ccp@einst.ee

http://ccp.einst.ee 

FINLAND

Cultural Contact Point Finland 

Centre for International Mobility CIMO

Hanna Hietaluoma

Outi Haapanen 

P.O Box 343

Hakaniemenkatu 2

FIN-00531 Helsinki

Finland 

Tel. (358-9) 77 47 70 82 / 77 47 72 44

Fax (358-9) 77 47 70 64

E-mail: ccp@cimo.fi 

http://www.cimo.fi 

FRANCE

Cultural Contact Point France

Relais - Culture - Europe

Pascal Brunet

Corinne Szteinsznaider

Marie Salomé

132, rue du Faubourg Saint Denis

75010 Paris

France 

Tel. +33 (0)1 53 40 95 12 / (0)1 53 40 95 16

Fax +33 (0)1 53 40 95 19

E-mail: info@relais-culture-europe.org

corinne.szteinsznaider@relais-culture-europe.org 

marie.salome@relais-culture-europe.org

http://www.relais-culture-europe.org

GERMANY

Cultural Contact Point Germany

c/o Kulturpolitische Gesellschaft 

Sabine Bornemann

Christine Beckmann

Weberstraße 59A - Haus der Kultur

D - 53113 Bonn

Germany 

Tel. (49-228) 201 35  0

Fax (49-228) 201 35 29

E-mail: info@ccp-deutschland.de

http://www.ccp-deutschland.de/

GREECE

Cultural Contact Point Greece

Directorate of European Affairs

Georgios Liontos

Ministry of Culture

17 rue Ermou

GR-10563 Athens

Greece 

Tel. (30) 210 32 30 293 / 82 01 501

Fax (30) 210 33 10 796

E-mail: Georgios.Liontos@dseee.culture.gr

http://www.ccp.culture.gr

HUNGARY

Cultural Contact Point Hungary

KultúrPont Iroda

Attila Zongor

Kazinczy u. 24-26.

H-1075 Budapest

Hungary

Tel. (36-1) 413 75 65

Fax (36-1) 413 75 74

E-mail: info@kulturpont.hu 

http://www.kulturpont.hu

ICELAND

Cultural Contact Point Iceland

Svanbjörg H. Einarsdóttir
Birna Gunnarsdóttir

Túngata 14

IS-101 Reykjavik

Iceland 

Tel. (354) 562 63 88

Fax (354) 562 71 71

E-mail: info@evropumenning.is

http://www.evropumenning.is

IRELAND

Cultural Contact Point Ireland

The Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon

Catherine Boothman

70 Merrion Square

IRL-Dublin 2

Ireland

Tel. (353-1) 6180 200 (Reception)

Tel. (353-1) 6180 234 (Direct)

Fax (353-1) 6761 302

E-mail: ccp@artscouncil.ie

E-mail: catherine.boothman@artscouncil.ie 

http://www.artscouncil.ie 

http://www.ccp.ie

ITALY

Cultural Contact Point Italy

Dialoghi per la Cultura Europea, Antenna Culturale Europea

Massimo Scalari

Marcella Mondini

Piazza Castello, 9

I-10123 Torino

Italy 

Tel. (39) 011 54 72 08

Fax (39) 011 54 82 52

E-mail: info@antennaculturale.it 

http://www.antennaculturale.it

LATVIA 

Cultural Contact Point Latvia

Ministry of Culture

Kristine Smukste

Ilona Asare

11a K. Valdemara Str.

Riga, LV-1364

Latvia

Tel. (371) 7 356627 / 7 357923

Fax (371) 7 078107 / 7 227916

E-mail: Kristine.Smukste@km.gov.lv

Ilona.Asare@km.gov.lv
http://www.km.gov.lv/kultura2000

LITHUANIA 

Cultural Contact Point Lithuania

Europos kulturos programu centras 

Elona Bajoriniene

Vaidile  Stalioraityte

Vilma Levickaite

J. Basanaviciaus, 5

01118 Vilnius

Lithuania

Tel. (370) 5 261 29 21

Fax (370) 5 261 29 21

E-mail: belskit@durys.org

http://www.durys.org

LUXEMBOURG

Cultural Contact Point Luxembourg

Relais Culture Europe-Luxembourg

Agence luxembourgeoise d'action culturelle

Marie-Ange Schimmer

34b, rue Philippe II

L- 2340 Luxembourg

Tel: (+ 352) 46 49 46-22

Fax: (+ 352) 46 07 01

E-mail: rce@culture.lu
http://www.gouvernement.lu/gouv/fr/doss/rce 

MALTA

Cultural Contact Point Malta

EU Affairs and Policy Development Directorate

Ministry for Tourism and Culture

Marika Grech

Auberge d'Italie

Merchants Street

Valletta CMR 02

Malta

Tel: (+ 356) 22 98 13 05

Fax: (+ 356) 22 98 13 09

E-mail: marika.a.grech@gov.mt 

http://www.culture.org.mt
THE NETHERLANDS

Cultural Contact Point the Netherlands

CCP/SICA - Service Centre for International Cultural Activites

Marieke van den Hoogen 

Van Diemenstraat 410

1013 CR Amsterdam

The Netherlands 

Tel. (31) 20 6164 225 / (31) 20 6129 522

Fax (31) 20 6128 152

E-mail: ccpnl@sica.nl

http://www.sica.nl/ccp

NORWAY

Cultural Contact Point Norway

Norsk kulturråd / Arts Council Norway

Astrid Bjerke

Grev Wedels plass 1

PB 101 Sentrum

0102 Oslo

Norway 

Tel. (47) 22 47 83 30

Fax (47) 22 33 40 42

E-mail: astrid.bjerke@kulturrad.dep.no

http://www.kulturrad.no 

POLAND

Cultural Contact Point Poland

Ministry of Culture 

Department for Cultural Strategy and European Affairs

Joanna Sanetra-Szeliga

Agata Etmanowicz

Krakowskie Przedmieście 15/17 

00-071 Warsaw

Poland

Tel.: (48) 022 828 37 91 / (48) 022 421 02 05 

Fax: (48) 022 828 37 91

E-mail: jsanetra@mk.gov.pl

aetmanowicz@mk.gov.pl

pkk.kultura@mk.gov.pl

http://www.mk.gov.pl/pkk

PORTUGAL

Cultural Contact Point Portugal

Ministério da Cultura

Ponto de Contacto Cultural

Ana Paula Silva

Palácio Nacional da Ajuda, Ala Norte, 3º

1300-018 Lisboa

Portugal

Tel.+351 21 361 93 13

Fax:+351 21 363 62 78

E-mail: asilva@min-cultura.pt
http://cultura2000.min-cultura.pt

ROMANIA

Cultural Contact Point Romania

Consultancy Centre for European Cultural Programmes

Vladimir Simon

Alexandru Oprea

 Kiseleff Blv. 30 

011347, Bucharest

Romania

Tel. / Fax: (4021) 222 58 50

E-mail: info_c2k@eurocult.ro

http://www.cultura2000.ro

SLOVAKIA

Cultural Contact Point Slovakia
Theatre Institute

Zora Jaurova

Jakubovo nam. 12
813 57 Bratislava

Slovakia

Tel: + 421 2 5263 2871

Mobile phone: +421 910 947491  
Fax: + 421 2 5263 2873
e-mail: ccp@ccp.sk
http://www.ccp.sk
SLOVENIA

Cultural Contact Point Slovenia

SCCA, Centre for Contemporary Arts – Ljubljana (SCCA-Ljubljana)

Mateja Lazar

Metelkova 6

SI – 1000 Ljubljana

Slovenia

Tel. (386) 1 431 83 85

Fax (386) 1 430 06 29

E-mail: ccp@scca-ljubljana.si 

http://www.scca-ljubljana.si/ccp

SPAIN

Cultural Contact Point Spain

Punto de Contacto Cultural de España

Dirección General de Cooperación y Comunicación Cultural

Ministerio de Cultura 

Augusto Paramio Nieto

Plaza del Rey núm 1

E-28004 Madrid

Spain 

Tel. (34) 91 701 71 15

Fax (34) 91 701 72 19

E-mail: pcc.cultura@dgcc.mcu.es

http://www.mcu.es/cooperacion/pcc/index.html

SWEDEN

Cultural Contact Point Sweden

Cultural activities and literature

The National Council for Cultural Affairs

Leif Sundkvist

Marija Milivojevic

P.O.Box 7843

S-103 98 Stockholm

Sweden 

Tel. (46-8) 51 92 64 15/86

Fax (46-8) 51 92 64 99

E-mail: ccp@kulturradet.se 

ccp@raa.se

http://www.kulturradet.se

Cultural Heritage

National Heritage Board

Kersti Berggren

P.O Box 5405

S-114 84 Stockholm

Sweden 

Tel. (46-8) 51 91 80 48

Fax (46-8) 51 91 85 95

E-mail: ccp@raa.se

http://www.raa.se

UNITED KINGDOM

Cultural Contact Point UK

EUCLID

Geoffrey Brown

Joanne Williams

85-89 Duke Street

UK-Liverpool L1 5AP

United Kingdom 

Tel. (44-151) 709 25 64

Fax (44-151) 709 86 47

E-mail: c2k@euclid.info

http://www.culture2000.info
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